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SONG ANALYSIS

To aid in the familiarization and understanding of song charts, three different examples
are presented in this and the following two sections. Included in the examples are
charts for each song, followed by several pages of chord possibilities, and then a detailed

breakdown and analysis of the charts themselves.

ExaMprLE I: Juria

Notice on the following chart of Julia that it sticks very closely to the Major scale in the
Key of “E”.

Such tunes are often referred to as “diatonic,” referring to the use of only the eight tones

of a standard major or minor scale without (chromatic) deviations.
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Al Gfmi 1l Ffmi. 11 2
. :
EPedad . . . . @&. . . . . . .. ... ... . ... ®. . ... ...
dd dd
A (%) B () Aly B/
/P
APedal . . . . . ®.........0O.........0. ...
G¥mi. 11 Ffmi. 11 G¥mi. 11 Ffmi. 11
EPedal . .. .. B (1) A (5 ) S
Bl Fimi7 B13 EMa.9 E A A6
(No Pedal)
G*mi.7 C*mi.7 B7sus.4 B7 B7(9/3) B(9/3)
C| Gimi 1l Ffmi. 11 GH+7 (+9) A6
| 7
EPedal . . . . . @ ... .. .... (No Pedal) ()
Ffmi7 Gfmi.7 A6 Ffmi7 Gfmi.7 A/p
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Chords for Julia
. . dd
G'mi. 11 F* mi. 11 A (add) B (3dd) Als
(@] O X O O O X O O O X O (@]
@®
e o & & &

® ® |7 | ® ol ® Pl ®

Re. 11 7 b3 5 Re. 11 7 b3 5 Re. Re. 3 9 5 (*7) Re. 3 Rt 11 (Re) 3 S Rt 5
Bars 1, 3,9, Bars 2, 4, 10, Bar 5 Bar 6 Bar7
11, & 21 12, & 22
B/3 Ff mi. 7 B13 EMa.9 E
X O o X X o X O

Fret

Fret

® | @ HORED) e ®]7T e | ®
5 ® ® ® ®

N
®) B ®)
¢7) 3 s Re (11) R. 5 b7 B 5 Rt 7 3 13 9 R Re. 3 7 9 Re. R 3 R 3 (6)
Bar 8 Bar 13 Bar 14

Both in Bar 15
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More Chords for Julia ))

A A6 Gfmi.7 Ctmi.7

Fret Fret Fret Fret
4 4

(=)
N
(=)
N
N\
(=)
N\

Re. Re. 3 5 5 R.. Re. 3 6 5 R. 5 b B 5 R R. 5 b7 B 5
Both in Bar 16 Bar 17 Bar 18
B7 sus. 4 B7 B7 (9/3)* B (9/3)*
X X X X

Fret Fret Fret Fret

Re. 5 ¥ 4 5 Re. S5 ¥ 3 5 R. 5 ¥ 9 5 R. 5 Re 9 5

Both in Bar 19 Both in Bar 20

*9/3 is sometimes referred to as “sus. 2.”
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Still More Chords for Julia

G+ 7 (+9) GH+7 (b9) GH+7 A6 Ff mi.7
X X X X X
@ ()
Fret Fret Fret Fret Fret
jo, jO, N, N ® | e | ®

(=
=
(=
=
(=
=
(=)
Naoj
(=)
&

Re. 7 3 45 49  Re 7 3 45 9 R 7 3 45 Rt R 6 3 5 (7)) R b7 %3S R
Bar 23 Subs for Bar 23 Bars 24 & 26 Bars 25 & 27
Gf mi. 7 A/p A/B
X X X
Fret Fret

&
=)
\ao)
)
[\
@

Re. b7 b3 5 R 9 5 R 3 (6 (9 R. 3 5 (Re)

Bars 25 & 27 Bar 28 Sub for Bar 28
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SONG ANALYSIS: JULI4

The following is a bar-by-bar breakdown of the Ju/ia chord chart. Notice that each bar

has a circled number.

The symbols |A |, | B |, & |C | are just for reference; they are sometimes called

“rehearsal letters.”

Bar

Bar

Bars

A&®

Bar

Bar

“E Pedal” means play alow “E” note under the chords until further

means repeat.

notice.
~

P refers to time only — usually called a “push,” here it means push

the “F¥mi. 11.”

“E Pedal” continues under “F# mi. 117

2
/ means repeat the previous two bars.

Notice the modal effect of the first four bars — this is basically the lonian

mode.

“A Pedal” indicates to play a low “A” note under the chords until further

notice.

«(a%d)” means the chord has no 7th.

5 «p(add) »
P  means push the B(a11 )

“B(aﬁd)” means the chord has no 7th or 9th.



Fretboard Harmony 79

Bar “A/ 3 isan “A” with a “C¥ on the bottom.

Bar The same as bar @, “B/3” = “B” with “D* on the bottom.
Again notice the modal sound with the ‘A” pedal; this is the sound of the
Lydian mode.

Bars Back to the “E” pedal, push “Ffmi. 117
© O &

Bar “No Pedal” means cancel the previous instruction to play the pedal
notes.

“F¥ mi. 7” is the “Il mi. 7” chord.

Bar “B13” is the “V 7” chord.

Wy

Bar “E Ma. 9” is the “I Ma. 7” chord.

Bar “A” is the “IV Ma. 7” chord.

Bar “G*mi. 7” is the “III mi. 7” chord. (It cannot have a 9th or 13th!)

Bar “C¥mi.7” is the “VI mi. 7” chord.

Bar “Bsus.” is the “V 7” chord.
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Bar

Bars

& @

Bar

Bar

Bar

Bar @9

Bar

Bar

“9/ 3” means the 3rd has been replaced by the 9th,

sometimes called a “sus. 2.” ‘ ))

The same as bars ©® and @.

“G*+ 7 (+9)” isa “G* 7” with a raised Sth (“E”) and a raised 9th (“B”).
The “G*” triad contains “C” which is not in the “E” major scale. In other
words, it is chromatic to the key of “E” major. However, the +5, the b9, and

the +9, are all found in the Phrygian mode of the major scale.
“A6” could be “A Ma. 13
Two beats per chord.

“A6” could be “A Ma. 7 (+11)” — it’s Lydian.

“A/g” isan “A” chord (“IV” chord) with “B” (“V7”) in the bass — itisa

variation of “B7 sus. 4.”

I means repeat back to the top of the chart.
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